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Al Ethics guidelines: DIGITALEUROPE welcomes the 
vision for agile process and real-life policy sandboxing 


Brussels, 08 April 2019 


The European Commission High-Level Expert Group on Artificial Intelligence has today presented 
its Ethics Guidelines for Trustworthy Al. Cecilia Bonefeld-Dahl, Director-General of DIGITALEUROPE 
and co-rapporteur for the assessment list, released the following statement: 


“The result of the HLEG is a breakthrough in the sense that it is the outcome of a very diverse multi- 
stakeholder group with members from all types of backgrounds. | am a strong believer of this 
diversity and of a piloting approach to policy making. 


Further, the group took a decision to reach out, listen and learn so that the next step is to drive an 
agile policy sandboxing exercise enabling public institutions, private companies, SMEs and citizens 
to try the Trustworthy Al Assessment list and governance structure in real life. 


This means that the HLEG will receive detailed practical feedback before finalising the document. 
Only through an agile process and real-life sandboxing of the proposal can we learn and avoid 
unforeseen consequences of policy making. 


Looking at how to apply Al in particular, there are extensive benefits to be realised in society. We 
need to get it right in order to drive European innovation and welfare and to avoid the risks of misuse 
of Al. We outline the common European values and principles that Al should respect. 


In the Guidelines, we’ve worked hard to find consensus and reflect the key European principles and 
values that Al technology and usage should respect. As co-rapporteur on this section, it’s clear that 
companies and governments using Al need concrete and pragmatic guidance. 


Cross-country cooperation will be essential to realise these benefits: the majority of investment in Al 
is still happening outside Europe, and our societies need to have modern thinking on how to tackle 
challenges around education, healthcare, environment and the labour market. 


At DIGITALEUROPE, we will continue the discussion with our member company experts and national 
trade associations, to build knowledge and turn these Trustworthy Al Guidelines into a success 
story.” 
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For more information please contact: 


Jochen Mistiaen, DIGITALEUROPE’ Senior Policy Manager 
+32 496 20 54 11 or Jochen.Mistiaen@digitaleurope.org 


Lionel Sola, DIGITALEUROPE’s Director of Communications & Political Outreach 
+32 492 25 84 32 or Lionel.Sola@digitaleurope.org 


ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE 


DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest 
IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE 
wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and 
sustain the world's best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the 
development and implementation of EU policies. 


DIGITALEUROPE’s members include in total over 35,000 ICT Companies in Europe represented by 66 Corporate 
Members and 40 National Trade Associations from across Europe. Our website provides further information on our 


recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org 
DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 


Corporate Members 


Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arcelik, Bosch, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Facebook, 
Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., HSBC, Huawei, Intel, Johnson & Johnson, JVC Kenwood 
Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, METRO, Microsoft, Mitsubishi 
Electric Europe, Motorola Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Palo Alto Networks, 
Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Rockwell Automation, Samsung, SAP, SAS, Schneider 
Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Siemens Healthineers, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata Consultancy Services, Technicolor, 
Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, VMware, Xerox. 


National Trade Associations 


Austria: |OO Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI Slovakia: ITAS 
Belarus: INFOPARK Greece: SEPE Slovenia: GZS 
Belgium: AGORIA Hungary: IVSZ Spain: AMETIC 


Bulgaria: BAIT 

Croatia: Croatian Chamber of 
Economy 

Cyprus: CITEA 

Denmark: DI Digital, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 

Finland: TIF 

France: AFNUM, Syntec Numérique, 
Tech in France 
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lreland: TECHNOLOGY IRELAND 
Italy: Anitec-Assinform 

Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Luxembourg: APSI 

Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR 
Norway: Abelia 

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 
Portugal: AGEFE 

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 
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Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikforetagen i Sverige, 
IT&Telekomforetagen 

Switzerland: SWICO 

Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, ECID 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 

United Kingdom: techUK 


